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Chesapeake Intergenerational Open Seed Quest
An urban-rural partnership project sponsored by Chears and School of Living (SOL) Heathcote

Education Committee.  We thank the Greenbelt Community Foundation and the Chesapeake Bay Trust
Mini-Grant program for providing financial support of this project with matching funds from CHEARS

and SOL.

Dear Friends,

Would you like to make a difference right in your own yard or
balcony, your neighborhood, and throughout the Chesapeake Bay
Watershed in helping to foster seed diversity, more healthy
pollinators, organic land care and our common food security? 
 
CHEARS and School of Living (SOL) Heathcote Education invite
you to an introductory hands-on workshop for the Chesapeake
Open Seed Quest: a Citizen Science & Library Co-op Project. 



When: Saturday March 7: 12 to 3PM.
What:  Pot luck lunch, Introductory Workshop, Project Planning,
Seed Starting, Accessible Keyhole Garden Box Building. 
Where: Schrom Hills Park Recreation Center Pavilion and Three
Sisters Garden at 6915 Hanover Pkwy, Greenbelt, MD 20770
(Schrom Park indoor Community Room if inclement weather). 

In addition to seed starting we'll be working in the Three
Sisters Gardens on installing our new  Accessible Keyhole garden
raised beds.  These will make the gardens more user friendly for
senior citizens and persons with disabilities also make them more
suitable for our Citizen Science Seed Saving Projects. This is a
great Great intergenerational project! Free seeds for starting
and native tree seedlings to nurture.

CHEARS and partners School of Living Heathcote Education are
launching a new initiative, for 2020 focused on co-learning and
citizen science  co-op to help foster seed literacy.  We are
looking for volunteer citizen science volunteer sites with a goal
of establishing a seed exchange library and co-op.

 Join us March 7 from 12 to 3PM to find out more about the
project and to help plan the project, start some early seeds,
refurbish the Schrom Hills Three Sisters Gardens and make it a
more accessible garden and a garden for seed saving.   

Click on the Link Below to Register! 



Register Now!

Read below or click on the link below for more information
about the project

To Get More Information Click Here 

We aim for this workshop to be an intergenerational family event appropriate for
all ages--young and old.  We'll start with a potluck lunch and grill some plant
based hot dogs and burgers on the Schrom Park Pavilion grill followed by a short
presentation about why we are doing this project and getting input from
attenders on how to best launch an open seed exchange library co-op.  This will
be followed by work on the Three Sisters gardens--making them more accessible
and suitable for seed saving and open seed starting and native tree seedling
potting for nursery care. If interested participants can take home seeds and
tree seedlings.

From Generation to Generation. By "open" pollinated we mean seeds that, having
developed over generations, when saved will grow mostly true to type in the next
generation.  This is contrasted with hybrid or F1 seeds that are commercially
bred for certain characteristics and whose plant seeds typically cannot be saved
and replanted for the next generation.

Hope to see you all on Saturday March 7 at 12PM-3PM Come for the time you can!

Thanks for all you do,
CHEARS and School of Living Heathcote Community

     Chears Board of Stewards:  Convener, Carolyn Lambright-Davis,
lambrightdavis@yahoo.com ; Vice Convener, Bob Cahalan,  Bob@chears.org ;
Treasurer, Kate Prager, kateprager@earthlink.net ; Secretary, Lois Browne,

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?llr=9wkmgtbab&oeidk=a07egwp2lbb60f5ff3d
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=9wkmgtbab&oeidk=a07egwp2lbb60f5ff3d&oseq=
mailto:lambrightdavis@yahoo.com
mailto:bob@chears.org
mailto:kateprager@earthlink.net


lolo2266@gmail.com  ; Bill Davis, BillDavis24523@gmail.com ;  Maggie Cahalan,
Maggie@chears.org ;   T'auna Derrington, tauna.derrington@yahoo.com ; Marcia
Freeman,  mariciaff@aol.com ;  Eugenia Kalnay, ekalnay@gmail.com ; Konrad
Herling , kongeneherl@gmail.com .   
 

If you have questions about CHEARS or would like to volunteer, contact any of our board
members or the project contacts below!
 
To make a contribution, click the link    http://chears.org/ to go to the CHEARS website and
then Click on the donate button in the lower left corner to make an online donation or send a
check to:    
 
CHEARS  
PO Box 1841
Greenbelt, MD  20768      

Observe, Imagine, Experiment--Resist, Restore,
Reimagine

Why Learning About Seeds Now is So Important!

Background Information About the Project.  The Chesapeake Education, Arts,
and Research Society (CHEARS), and School of Living  (SOL) Heathcote
Education Committee are happy to announce that they  have been awarded a
Greenbelt Community Foundation  (GCF) 2020 grant and a Chesapeake Bay Trust
(CBT) Mini-Grant  to pilot an intergenerational open seed, citizen science, and
seed library co-op project in two locations (urban/suburban Greenbelt MD and
rural/urban edge in Freeland MD). The two organizations will match the GCF and
CBT grant amounts from donated funds on hand.  The long-term goal of the
project is to foster awareness among citizens in different locations of the
importance and necessity of developing  more eco-system friendly practices in
both food production and landscapes in rural, urban, and suburban areas.  

mailto:lolo2266@gmail.com
mailto:BillDavis24523@gmail.com
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Greenbelt -MD and the SOL Heathcote Community in Freeland MD were
chosen as pilot sites, but the goal is to establish local open seed library
projects throughout the Chesapeake Watershed area. This project builds on
the historic origins of each of the pilot locations.  Greenbelt, a New Deal planned
community, was founded in the late 1930's and included home vegetable garden
plots as a key part of the original design. School of Living's Heathcote Community
is an intentional community founded in the 1960's located on 40 acres at the site
of an historic rural location mill in what is now an urban edge rural location North
of Baltimore. 
  
This urban-rural linkages project is to support the development and
implementation of a series of intergenerational hands on educational workshops,
and the piloting of citizen science accessible open seed trials in the Three
Sisters Gardens and Food Forest in Greenbelt and at the SOL's Heathcote
Community Farm location.   In these times of climate crisis, pesticide laden
monoculture food production, and habitat and pollinator loss, we think that
working to establish open seed saving citizen science projects is one way to
co-learn, get our families reconnected with their food and support each
other in transforming our farms, yards or balconies into eco-oases, as
recently described in  a Yes Magazine  article  (How to Turn Your Yard Into
an Ecological Oasis ).  We also take inspiration from other seed library
projects as the Tamarack Library in Michigan pictured below.    
 

https://www.yesmagazine.org/environment/2020/02/07/yard-sustainability-native-plants/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=YTW_20200207&utm_content=YTW_20200207+CID_58b5c278192b6a0f01ae3e2fac7ccc35&utm_source=CM&utm_term=How%20to%20Turn%20Your%20Yard%20Into%20an%20Ecological%20Oasis
http://tamaracklibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/DSCN4379.jpg


  

Our Open Seed Project is a Response to Decline in Seed Diversity and Use of Toxic
Seeds to Grow Food.  Open seed saving is not a new activity, and until the previous century
was a dominant method of producing food. Native Americans saved seeds for thousands of
years to provide food security for their communities. Africans who were enslaved and taken
to North America on slave ships brought seeds from their homelands with them as a source
of sustenance. 
From Generation to Generation. By "open" pollinated we mean seeds that, having developed
over generations, when saved will grow mostly true to type in the next generation.  This is
contrasted with hybrid or F1 seeds that are commercially bred for certain characteristics
and whose plant seeds typically cannot be saved and replanted for the next generation.
  
The project will be designed to foster community engagement and interest in fostering the
diversity of local open organic heirloom seeds planted for food security and working for
climate change mitigation.  The project will have a focus on the history of the local Coastal
Plain and Piedmont bioregion's food heritage. 



We are hoping that the workshops and seed saving citizen science trials conducted over the
2020 period in both an urban-suburban ((Greenbelt)  and rural-urban edge  locations  north
of Baltimore (SOL Heathcote Community) will serve as a model for development of other
seed saving and library exchanges in the Chesapeake watershed.   The project has a special
outreach to  youth  and to senior citizens and persons with disabilities and a goal of
supporting urban-agriculture and fostering rural-urban linkages. 

For more information about the reasons for this project see information below.  
 
 
 
.
 

Why Do We Think Focusing on Open Pollinated Seeds,
Citizen Science, and Starting Chesapeake Seed

Libraries are So Important now?
Peter Brinch of http://open-pollinated-seeds.org.uk made an excellent video in 2014 
    about why seed saving is so important.    Below are also some statistics and information
that describes why we are doing this project now.  

Open Pollinated Seeds and F1 Hybrids -
Seed Sovereignty & Food Security

As a recent Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/srccl/ on Land Use concludes, there is a "critical need for
changes in patterns of land care and food production" if human and other species health and
food security is to be preserved in a time of environmental and climate crises disruption. 
These issues are also critically connected to the environmental health of our local waterways
and the Chesapeake Bay Watershed.  A key component of our current land use crises relates
to how humans produce food in mostly rural areas and how they maintain their landscapes in
mostly urban and suburban areas. The decline in diversity in open seeds is a key component in
both stories.  According to experts, access to open organic seeds has declined to dangerous
levels with estimates that at least 93 percent of heirloom seed varieties having gone extinct
since 1903. Scholars note that (https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-26382067) 
this is in large part due to the consolidation of agriculture and the adoption of hybrids for

http://open-pollinated-seeds.org.uk/
https://youtu.be/AjhFO2JFzLE
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/srccl/
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-26382067


commercial distribution, and since the 1990's the GMO monoculture practices.  These
practices encourage growing just one engineered patented variety of one crop for which seed
harvesting and replanting is not possible.  These seeds also require an ever- increasing use of
health endangering pesticides that ultimately find their way into our waterways and our
bodies.
  The US government estimates in the last two decades the amount of Roundup® being used
each year in the US has gone from 25-30 million pounds, to 180-185 million.  Articles
published by Penn State website and ecowatch and many other scholars document the
alarming spread and overuse of neonicotinoid pesticides
https://news.psu.edu/story/351027/2015/04/02/research/rapid-increase-neonicotinoid-
insecticides-driven-seed-treatments   ;    
https://www.ecowatch.com/neonicotinoids-usage-vegetables-fruit-2581469085.html  
   
These articles estimate that the percentage of corn and soybean acreage planted with
neonicotinoid seed coatings, (now banned in Europe and implicated strongly in the alarming
decline of pollinators and song-birds), has also increased dramatically since 2004. By 2011,
more than 90 percent of field corn and 40 percent of soybeans planed were treated with a
neonicotinoid and between 2011 and 2014, the area treated crept toward 100 percent for
corn and 50 percent for soybeans.  They also report that the mass of the neonicotinoids
deployed in each crop doubled, indicating that seed suppliers applied about twice as much
insecticide per seed. Unlike most insecticides, neonicotinoids are water soluble. But only a
small fraction of the insecticide applied to seeds is taken up by the seedlings.  For example,
corn seedlings only take up about 2 percent. The critical question is where the rest goes?
Because neonicotinoids are water soluble, the leftover insecticide not taken up by plants can
easily wash into nearby waterways. Neonicotinoids from seed coatings are now routinely
found polluting streams and rivers around the country. Here it is likely that they are
poisoning and killing off aquatic insects that are vital food sources for fishes, birds and
other wildlife. In the Netherlands, neonicotinoids in surface waters have been associated
with widespread declines in insectivorous bird populations --a sign that concentrations of
these insecticides are having strong effects on food webs.  Neonicotinoid insecticides
(neonicotinoids) were present in a little more than half of the streams sampled across the
United States and Puerto Rico, according to a new U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) study. 

In addition to the decline in bees, neonicotinoid is implicated in the dramatic decline in
songbirds in North America. 

https://news.psu.edu/story/351027/2015/04/02/research/rapid-increase-neonicotinoid-insecticides-driven-seed-treatments
https://www.ecowatch.com/neonicotinoids-usage-vegetables-fruit-2581469085.html


How Neonics Affect Birds

The American Bird Conservancy reports  that a migrating songbird that ate the equivalent of
one or two seeds treated with a neonicotinoid insecticide suffered immediate weight loss,
forcing it to delay its journey and other negative consequences related to songbird survival. 
A comprehensive study published by National Geographic concluded that the widespread use
of neonicotinoids had made America's agricultural landscape 48 times more toxic to
honeybees and likely other insects, than it was 25 years ago.  
The article in Yes magazine quoted above focused on issues and solutions related to urban
and suburban landscapes, noting that having "lawns" as the default favored landscape can no
longer be justified.  In the United States grass lawns are the largest single irrigated
crop covering 40 million acres consuming an area roughly the size of New England.  

 These are some of the reasons why we believe open seed saving projects are a critically
needed response to the decline in seed diversity of the last century and our recognition of
the fact that "seeds matter." The project will be designed to foster community engagement
and interest in increasing the diversity of open organic heirloom vegetable seeds and tree
seedlings planted for food security and climate change mitigation with a focus on the
Chesapeake region.  We are calling this project "Chesapeake Intergenerational Open Seed
Quest."   
  

https://youtu.be/FAYbMDVaAi8


Corn, Beans and Squash Planted in Three Sisters Garden-Center 

All CHEARS Projects Need Volunteers!

CHEARS is an all volunteer 501(c)(3)collective impact  organization and the
projects can continue only through the volunteer efforts of folks like you. 

Below is a listing of projects/activities (in alpha order) and a contact person if
you would like to volunteer to help (or you may have a new idea!). 

 
Communications--News letter, Facebook, and event announcements --Help badly needed
Contact:   Maggie Cahalan, Maggie@chears.org 
Earth Squad--Tutors and Mentors Needed for upcoming fall season --Contact:  Carolyn
Lambright-Davis, lambrightdavis@yahoo.com
Flows --Interconnections global and local, Science Mentoring Students, Guatemala Outreach-
--Contact:  Bob Cahalan, Bob@chears.org
GCAN ---Contact: Lore Rosenthal, lore@simplicity-matters.org, 
Green Man Festival--Contact:  Richard McMullin, richardmcmullin1@gmail.com

mailto:Maggie@chears.org
mailto:lambrightdavis@yahoo.com
mailto:Bob@chears.org
mailto:lore@simplicity-matters.org
mailto:richardmcmullin1@gmail.com


Healthy EcoYards Co-op HEYCO-- ( Organic Land Care Education--NOFA Standards 
Permaculture Design Course Support, New Project---Chesapeake Organic Seed Exchange and
Library)---Contact: Maggie Cahalan, Maggie@chears.org
Home Salons--- Contact: Eugenia Kalnay, ekalnay@gmail.com,
Lake Park Clean up by Canoe --Contact: Joe Robbins, robbins629@msn.com
New Initiative--Increasing Partnerships and Organizational Outreach--Contact: Konrad
Herling, kongeneherl@gmail.com
Pumpkin Festival---Greenbelt Center, East and West.  Contact--Amy Knesel, 
amyknesel@gmail.com and Carolyn Lambright-Davis, lambrightdavis@yahoo.com
Three Sisters Demonstration Gardens and Food Forest --Contact: Maggie@chears.org  

Center--Contact: Joe Robbins,  robbins629@msn.com
East--Schrom Hills Park--Contact:  Effie Levner , effielevner@aol.com
West--Springhill Lake Recreation---Contact: Carolyn Lambright-Davis
lambrightdavis@yahoo.com  (see upcoming work-day announcement below Aug 10 in Food
Forest)

IT Web Site Fixing and Updating--Our 2006 web site is in need of updating while
preserving our features and data --contact: Bob@chears. org if you can lend a hand or  know
someone interested
Tools Maintenance and Repair--Our garden boxes and tools such as wheelbarrows need tire
repair.  Any help on this would be much appreciated--contact: Carolyn Lambright-Davis  
lambrightdavis@yahoo.com 

mailto:Maggie@Chears.org
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Thanks for All You Do and Will Do!
A Few Recent Pictures Around Town 



 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



NOFA Course in Greenbelt-2019--Thanks to City of Greenbelt--Thirty-Five Folks Accredited
Organic Land Care Professionals



 

 
 



  
 





 

 



 

 





  









Chesapeake Education, Arts and Research Society
P.O. Box 1841 | Greenbelt , MD  20768

www.chears.org 
 

If you have questions about CHEARS or would like to volunteer, contact any of our board members!
 

To make a contribution,   click the link  http://chears.org/   to go to the CHEARS website and then Click on
the Donate button in the lower left corner to make an online donation or send a Check to:    

 
CHEARS  

PO Box 1841
Greenbelt, MD  20768 

As a 501c3 the Chesapeake Education Arts and Research Society (CHEARS) has a
unique Amazon Smile link that makes it easy for you to support CHEARS with any purchase you make

at Amazon, without any additional cost to you.  What is the CHEARS unique link?
 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-1767460 

  

http://www.chears.org/
http://chears.org/
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-1767460


What does this unique link do?  When you click on CHEARS unique link, it takes you to 
  smile.amazon.com and you are automatically asked if you wish to support Chesapeake Education Arts and

Research Society with your  Amazon purchases.  Once you select CHEARS,  Amazon will automatically donate
0.5% of the price of all of your eligible purchases at  smile.amazon.com, regardless of whether you use the

unique CHEARS link to return to the  smile site, or go directly to  smile.amazon.com   However, we
recommend that you bookmark and use the above CHEARS link so that you don't accidentally shop at www.

amazon.com instead. Only purchases made at    smile.amazon.com are eligible for donations.
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