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DUST BOWL-STYLE CRISIS: A Guatemalan farmer tries to salvage drought- and erosion-battered soil.  An indigenous
Guatemalan woman examines a corn crop ravaged by the effects of climate change in her country's Corredor Seco (Dry Corridor)
region. "Corn, beans - when I was younger we often had full harvests," ..... "Now, nothing." NOW, NOTHING: Credit Phil Laubner /
Catholic Relief Services (CRS).   https://university.crs.org/migration 

Dear Friends,

In this hot summer, like many of us, I've been especially touched by the plight of refugees
on our border and across the globe fleeing the interrelated compounding factors of violence,
poverty, and climate crisis disruption.  Increasingly the plight of migrants raises
uncomfortable questions of economic and climate justice among those of us who know (as the
poster above of the CRS so simply states) we are a primary part of the cause and as yet may
be only feeling the impact of climate change by the need to make things worse by turning up
our air conditioners.   Mostly I do handwringing and then move on to what I think are my
"very important activities of my daily living."  But the global and domestic refugee crisis has
become something that we can't continue to ignore.  

In CHEARS we have taken inspiration for our Three Sisters Gardens from the corn, beans
and squash that have sustained humans for so long.  The pictures above are from a article on
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the Catholic Relief Services website (Guatemalan Climate Change Refugees Pouring Over U.S.
Border - And Into South Florida by Tim Padgett-- https://news.wjct.org/post/guatemalan-
climate-change-refugees-pouring-over-us-border-and-south-florida  ).  The article discusses
the increase in refugees from Guatemala, due to the increasing drought and the failure of
their stable crops such as corn and beans and quotes   Amanda Escalante, a family aid
coordinator at the nonprofit Guatemalan Maya Center in Lake Worth, Florida
https://www.guatemalanmaya.org/.  As quoted in the article she notes, "The number of
Guatemalan families, new arrivals, is increasing a lot. I see the unusual level of desperation,
extreme poverty."  The article goes on to point out that Escalante believes the Guatemalans
she's helping now are part of the world's new and growing cohort of displaced people: climate
change refugees. "This is a reality," she insists. "If there is no agriculture in Guatemala how
can they survive?" 
 
 CHEARS Flows project has a special relationship with some folks in Guatemala and we hold
them in the light.  Instead of "handwringing"  --below are some bells that we can ring for
refugees and also volunteer work in our local community!

You can add up the parts; you won't have the sum 
You can strike up the march, on your little broken drum, 

Every heart, every heart to love will come 
But like a refugee.

Ring the bells that still can ring 
Forget your perfect offering 

There is a crack, a crack in everything 
That's how the light gets in 

 Lenard Cohen words to song Anthem.  https://youtu.be/6wRYjtvIYK0 

     Thanks for all you do from Maggie and the entire Chears Board of Stewards:  Convener,
Carolyn Lambright-Davis, lambrightdavis@yahoo.com ; Vice Convener, Bob Cahalan, 
Bob@chears.org ; Treasurer, Kate Prager, kateprager@earthlink.net ; Secretary, Lois
Browne, lolo2266@gmail.com  ; Bill Davis, BillDavis24523@gmail.com ;  Maggie Cahalan,
Maggie@chears.org ;   T'auna Derrington, tauna.derrington@yahoo.com ; Marcia Freeman, 
mariciaff@aol.com ;  Eugenia Kalnay, ekalnay@gmail.com ; Konrad Herling ,
kongeneherl@gmail.com .   
 
If you have questions about CHEARS or would like to volunteer, contact any of our board
members or the project contacts below!
 
To make a contribution, click the link    http://chears.org/ to go to the CHEARS website and
then Click on the donate button in the lower left corner to make an online donation or send a
check to:    
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CHEARS  
PO Box 1841
Greenbelt, MD  20768      

8 practical ways to help refugees 

   

1.      Host refugees and asylum seekers in your home.
2.      Volunteer your specific skill.
3.      Help refugees to integrate into a new culture.
4.      Encourage your college or university to offer refugee
scholarships.
5.      Employ refugees.
6.      Offer opportunities for refugees to volunteer.
7.      Hold awareness and fundraising events.
8.      Donate at any one of the sites below or other sites:
   
8 practical ways to help refugees - TED
  ideas.ted.com/8-practical-ways-to-help-refugees/s.

I nternational Rescue Committee     https://help.rescue.org/
Catholic Relief Services   https://support.crs.org/
US for UNHCR the UN Refugee Agency      https://give.unrefugees.org/
UNICEF    https://www.unicefusa.org
Doctors without Borders https://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/
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Corn, Beans and Squash Planted in Three Sisters Garden-Center 

All CHEARS Projects Need Volunteers!

CHEARS is an all volunteer 501(c)(3)collective impact  organization and the
projects can continue only through the volunteer efforts of folks like you. 

Below is a listing of projects/activities (in alpha order) and a contact person if
you would like to volunteer to help (or you may have a new idea!). 

 
Communications--News letter, Facebook, and event announcements --Help badly needed
Contact:   Maggie Cahalan, Maggie@chears.org 
Earth Squad--Tutors and Mentors Needed for upcoming fall season --Contact:  Carolyn
Lambright-Davis, lambrightdavis@yahoo.com
Flows --Interconnections global and local, Science Mentoring Students, Guatemala Outreach-
--Contact:  Bob Cahalan, Bob@chears.org
GCAN ---Contact: Lore Rosenthal, lore@simplicity-matters.org, 
Green Man Festival--Contact:  Richard McMullin, richardmcmullin1@gmail.com

mailto:Maggie@chears.org
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Healthy EcoYards Co-op HEYCO-- ( Organic Land Care Education--NOFA Standards 
Permaculture Design Course Support, New Project---Chesapeake Organic Seed Exchange and
Library)---Contact: Maggie Cahalan, Maggie@chears.org
Home Salons--- Contact: Eugenia Kalnay, ekalnay@gmail.com,
Lake Park Clean up by Canoe --Contact: Joe Robbins, robbins629@msn.com
New Initiative--Increasing Partnerships and Organizational Outreach--Contact: Konrad
Herling, kongeneherl@gmail.com
Pumpkin Festival---Greenbelt Center, East and West.  Contact--Amy Knesel, 
amyknesel@gmail.com and Carolyn Lambright-Davis, lambrightdavis@yahoo.com
Three Sisters Demonstration Gardens and Food Forest --Contact: Maggie@chears.org  

Center--Contact: Joe Robbins,  robbins629@msn.com
East--Schrom Hills Park--Contact:  Effie Levner , effielevner@aol.com
West--Springhill Lake Recreation---Contact: Carolyn Lambright-Davis
lambrightdavis@yahoo.com  (see upcoming work-day announcement below Aug 10 in Food
Forest)

IT Web Site Fixing and Updating--Our 2006 web site is in need of updating while
preserving our features and data --contact: Bob@chears. org if you can lend a hand or  know
someone interested
Tools Maintenance and Repair--Our garden boxes and tools such as wheelbarrows need tire
repair.  Any help on this would be much appreciated--contact: Carolyn Lambright-Davis  
lambrightdavis@yahoo.com 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Invasive Plant Removal  

August 10, 2019
 

Springhill Lake Recreation Center 6101 Cherrywood Lane
Greenbelt, MD 20770

 
10 AM - 1 PM

 
Join the City of Greenbelt Department of Public Works for an

invasive plant removal and bio-retention cleanup event
 

Reminders:
Bring a reusable water bottle
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Wear weather-appropriate clothing and closed-toe shoes
Students: bring community-service forms

 
 

Questions? Contact Environmental Coordinator Jason Martin
at
 

jmartin@greenbeltmd.gov 
 
 
 
 
   

  

Thanks for All You Do and Will Do!
A Few Recent Pictures Around Town 
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NOFA Course in Greenbelt-2019--Thanks to City of Greenbelt--Thirty-Five Folks Accredited
Organic Land Care Professionals



 

 
 



  
 





 

 



 

 





  









Wendell Berry is a strong defender of family, rural communities, and
traditional family farms. These underlying principles could be described as
'the preservation of ecological diversity and integrity, and the renewal, on

sound cultural and ecological principles, of local economies and local
communities:

1. Always ask of any proposed change or innovation: What will this do to our
community? How will this affect our common wealth.

2. Always include local nature - the land, the water, the air, the native
creatures - within the membership of the community.

3. Always ask how local needs might be supplied from local sources, including
the mutual help of neighbors.

4. Always supply local needs first (and only then think of exporting products
- first to nearby cities, then to others).

5. Understand the ultimate unsoundness of the industrial doctrine of 'labor
saving' if that implies poor work, unemployment, or any kind of pollution or



contamination.
6. Develop properly scaled value-adding industries for local products to

ensure that the community does not become merely a colony of national or
global economy.

7. Develop small-scale industries and businesses to support the local farm
and/or forest economy.

8. Strive to supply as much of the community's own energy as possible.
9. Strive to increase earnings (in whatever form) within the community for

as long as possible before they are paid out.
10. Make sure that money paid into the local economy circulates within the

community and decrease expenditures outside the community.
11. Make the community able to invest in itself by maintaining its properties,

keeping itself clean (without dirtying some other place), caring for its old
people, and teaching its children.

12. See that the old and young take care of one another. The young must
learn from the old, not necessarily, and not always in school. There must be

no institutionalised childcare and no homes for the aged. The community
knows and remembers itself by the association of old and young.

13. Account for costs now conventionally hidden or externalised. Whenever
possible, these must be debited against monetary income.

14. Look into the possible uses of local currency, community-funded loan
programs, systems of barter, and the like.

15. Always be aware of the economic value of neighborly acts. In our time,
the costs of living are greatly increased by the loss of neighborhood, which

leaves people to face their calamities alone.
16. A rural community should always be acquainted and interconnected with

community-minded people in nearby towns and cities.
17. A sustainable rural economy will depend on urban consumers loyal to local
products. Therefore, we are talking about an economy that will always be

more cooperative than competitive.
Love Wins

Chesapeake Education, Arts and Research Society
P.O. Box 1841 | Greenbelt , MD  20768

www.chears.org 
 

If you have questions about CHEARS or would like to volunteer, contact any of our board members!

http://www.chears.org/


 
To make a contribution,   click the link  http://chears.org/   to go to the CHEARS website and then Click on

the Donate button in the lower left corner to make an online donation or send a Check to:    
 

CHEARS  
PO Box 1841

Greenbelt, MD  20768 

As a 501c3 the Chesapeake Education Arts and Research Society (CHEARS) has a
unique Amazon Smile link that makes it easy for you to support CHEARS with any purchase you make

at Amazon, without any additional cost to you.  What is the CHEARS unique link?
 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-1767460 

  
What does this unique link do?  When you click on CHEARS unique link, it takes you to 

  smile.amazon.com and you are automatically asked if you wish to support Chesapeake Education Arts and
Research Society with your  Amazon purchases.  Once you select CHEARS,  Amazon will automatically donate
0.5% of the price of all of your eligible purchases at  smile.amazon.com, regardless of whether you use the

unique CHEARS link to return to the  smile site, or go directly to  smile.amazon.com   However, we
recommend that you bookmark and use the above CHEARS link so that you don't accidentally shop at www.

amazon.com instead. Only purchases made at    smile.amazon.com are eligible for donations.
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