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    Chesapeake Education, Arts and Research Society
 

Restoring and promoting the health of all life in the Chesapeake Watershed  
 through education and action projects organized by volunteers

 _ 
 
 
Dear Friends,
  
Happy Late Winter --early Spring!    This is a time when the light is returning and our hope should be  renewed, but it is also a t
Last night we had our final  session of the study group organized by Marj Donn on a good book , Climate of Hope,
by Michael Bloomberg and Carl Pope.  Despite the book's hopeful theme with many positive examples that local decisive actions 
climate change,  our  discussion  kept drifting to a question  of concern to us all.   "Just how do  we keep up our hope and will to 
daily setbacks?"  We have a  President and Congressional leadership that openly advocates  and normalizes policies that seem pu
achieve over the last 50 years.  If enacted these policies will  increase inequality, poverty, racism, militarism, ignorance, environ
change
. 

A few weeks ago,  in honor of Martin Luther King's Birthday on January 15,  I re-listened to his speech
Vietnam, A Time to Speak Out , was given  just a year  before he was assassinated.  Speaking of the sp
choice." The speech, which many of his allies advised him not to make, and that at the time was criticiz
articulated clearly the links between: war, racism, an unfair economic system, and  poverty.  He stated
that taking on one meant also confronting the others.  He said: "We as a nation must undergo a radical
revolution of values.....A nation that continues year after year to spend more money on military
defense than on programs of social uplift is approaching spiritual death."    King also saw clearly the
links between war, racism, poverty, and the capitalistic economic system under which we operate.  He
states: 
"Capitalism does not permit an even flow of economic resources. With this system, a small privileged

few are rich beyond conscience, and almost all others are doomed to be poor at some level. That's the way the system works.
And since we know that the system will not change the rules, we are going to have to change the system." 
 Although written 50 years ago his words in 1967 seem very applicable to today, warning of a time of  "endless war, when the
U.S. would be trapped in one overseas entanglement after another while the gap at home between the rich and poor grew ever
larger." Martin Luther King knew that we cannot easily change this system, but as he also knew that each of us can do small
acts of service and co-learning in our local community that can hopefully "move us forward" and build the beloved community of 
and co-learning are described below. 

 I want to take this winter-spring newsletter to especially invite you all to join a new co-learning and co-op endeavor that CHEA
permaculture course in 2005, with an idea to form what we called an  "Eco-Yards Co-op," in which folks would join together to h
space for which they were responsible, ranging from balconies to farms) with environmentally sound stewardship. Over the cour
CHEARS has gotten involved in many other worthwhile projects. Now we are happy to be finally getting this original project off
from 1:00 to 4:00PM at Springhill Lake Recreation Center. See details below. Hope you can join us!  

https://s.rs6.net/t?e=TMaIzZghjZE&c=1&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=TMaIzZghjZE&c=3&r=1
https://s.rs6.net/t?e=TMaIzZghjZE&c=5&r=1
https://visitor.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1101229599450&p=oi
https://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=DLviral10
http://kingencyclopedia.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/documentsentry/doc_beyond_vietnam/index.html
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/martin_luther_king_jr_691624


View our
calendar!

      
      

Kind regards from Maggie and the entire
 Chears Board of Stewards:  Convener, Carolyn Lambright-Davis, lambrightdavis@yahoo.com ; Vice Convener, Bob Cahalan,  Bob@
kateprager@earthlink.net ; Secretary, Lois Browne, lolo2266@gmail.com ;  Bill Davis, BillDavis24523@gmail.com;  Maggie Cahala
tauna.derrington@yahoo.com ; Marcia Freeman,  mariciaff@aol.com ;  Eugenia Kalnay, ekalnay@gmail.com ; Bennie Smith, benniej
 
If you have questions about CHEARS or would like to volunteer, contact any of our board members!
 
To make a contribution,   click the link    http://chears.org/ to go to the CHEARS website and then Click on the Donate button 

a Check to:    
 

CHEARS  
PO Box 1841

Greenbelt, MD  20768      
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A full listing of our events can always be found by visiting our calendar.  

Did you know...you can update your contact information or CHEARS eNews preferences?
Click here to continue with your  new or updated information, or text "CHEARS" to 22828. 
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Projects by CHEARS
Chestory   ~ Chesapeake Environmental Literacy  ~  Flows ~  Greenbelt Climate Action
Network (GCAN)  ~ Greenbelt Food Forest (GFF)  ~ Greenbelt  Green Man Festival  ~

 Stone Soup ~  Three Sisters Demonstration Gardens and Food Forest, Healthy Eco-Yards
Co-op (HEYCO) 

 

Lake Clean Ups By Canoe Help Protect the
Environment and Wildlife in Greenbelt and

Down Stream in the Chesapeake
Watershed Rivers and the Bay! 

 
This Greenbelt Minute video, features a Greenbelt
Lake clean up by canoe with CHEARS Flows Project
volunteers.  Each year the Greenbelt Lake becomes
home to many fish lines, plastic water bottles, and
tennis balls. Two of the volunteers, Bob Cahalan

and Eugenia Kalnay are climate scientists and
explain the lasting damage this has on  the

environment and wildlife both in the Lake and
downstream in the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. If
you are interested in lending a hand for upcoming

 

   
 
 

Have Fun and Help Make a Healthy Place for our Chi
Generations to C

 
CHEARS Organic Land Care and Citizen Scien

Join us for the Feb 17 Kickoff Meeting and Follow
28)     

 
A Series of Hands on Workshops and Co-Learning About th

Focus on Soil Building and
 

Thanks to Support from Greenbelt Community Foundation, Ci
Prince George's Co

 
Late Winter-Early Spring Saturday Afternoo

February 17: 1:00 to 4:00PM  at
Springhill Lake Recreation Center -
6101 Cherrywood Ln, Greenbelt, MD 20770
Preliminary Schedule  for Feb 17 
1 to 1:30--Light Refreshments and Meet and Greet    
1:30-2:30--Kickoff and Introduction to the 2017 new edition of t
2:30-4:00-- Hands On-Workshop: Seed Starting & Plant Propagat
plant propagation with Scion wood cuttings from Three Sisters G
 

https://chears.org/calendar.php
mailto:lambrightdavis@yahoo.com
mailto:Bob@chears.org
mailto:kateprager@earthlink.net
mailto:BillDavis24523@gmail.com
mailto:tauna.derrington@yahoo.com
mailto:mariciaff@aol.com
mailto:ekalnay@gmail.com
mailto:benniejdmba@hotmail.com
http://chears.org/
https://www.chears.org/
http://www.chears.org/calendar.php
http://www.youtube.com/user/chearsorg2006
http://www.meetup.com/Chesapeake-Permaculture-Institute/
https://www.facebook.com/chearsorg
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Spring clean-ups contact Joe Robbins at
robbins629@gmail.com  

 
 

 

 

 
 

Thanks for All You Do and Will Do! 
 
 

THANKS to All who braved the cold to
come out on the MLK day of Service on

January 15 to work on beaver cages, remove
invasive ivy from the trees, and pick up

trash. 

Preliminary Dates for Co-Learning Follow-Up  NOFA and Hands O
Topics to Be Announced 
   
March 17: 1 to 4--Greenbelt Community Center & Center Gar
April 28: 1 to 4 --Schrom Hills Park-- 6915 Hanover Pkwy, G

 
As part of the Co-Learning Community CHEARS is  recruitin

Greenbelt Center; Greenbelt East; and Greenbelt West to partic
Plant Science Project-We focus on Soil Building Composting and

especially interested in recruiting seniors, middle, and younger a
with different age appropriate methods, following the

http://www.organiclandcare.net/sites/default/files/nofa_organic
 

This is a combined activity of 4 CHEARS projects: Three Siste
HEY-O-CO in partnership with the City of Greenbelt. Contact M

lambrightdavis@yahoo.com , or  
 
 
 

GCAN UPDATE

GCAN UPDATE FOR FEBRUARY 2018

MEETINGS
Our January meeting was a presentation by Sierra Club about their legisla
are supporting the Clean Renewable Energy and Equity Act (100% by 203
https://www.sierraclub.org/sites/www.sierraclub.org/files/sce/maryland-
chapter/2018LegisFactSheets/100%25%20SC%20Factsheet%201.16.2018.

Our February 7th meeting will include a presentation by Chesapeake Clim
Annapolis regarding the Clean Energy Jobs Initiatve (50% by 2030)   http:
content/uploads/2017/10/Fact-Sheet.MD-CleanEnergyJobs-Initiative.2017.
legislation.  Details to follow in a separate email.

DISCUSSION CIRCL
The book discussion group, on the Climate of Hope, by Michael Bloombe
https://www.climateofhope.com/  
The group has been meeting every two weeks, since September.
If you would like to find out about the next book they plan to read, email m
1353.
 

UPCOMING EVENT
Please check our new webpage for upcoming events.  We update it month
http://chears.org/gcan/monthly-meetings/upcoming-events/  
 

GCAN "ACTIVISTS
This winter, we are focusing on city and state issues.

      CITY:     Philippe Orlando asked us to bring a petition before City Coun
landscaping equipment.  We are now awaiting a (late January) reply on wh
improve.  More than 2 dozen people signed our petition.

On Mon, Feb 12, at 8pm,  GCAN and Indivisible Greenbelt will attend the C
support to the 22nd District Delegation regarding the two state bills we ar

mailto:robbins629@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TfiI8-8Emzg
http://www.organiclandcare.net/sites/default/files/nofa_organic_land_care_standards_6thedition_2017_opt.pdf
mailto:Maggie@chears.org
mailto:lambrightdavis@yahoo.com
https://www.chears.org/gcan
https://www.sierraclub.org/sites/www.sierraclub.org/files/sce/maryland-chapter/2018LegisFactSheets/100%25%20SC%20Factsheet%201.16.2018.pdfundefined
http://chesapeakeclimate.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Fact-Sheet.MD-CleanEnergyJobs-Initiative.2017.pdf
https://www.climateofhope.com/%C2%A0
mailto:marjory.donn@verizon.net
http://chears.org/gcan/monthly-meetings/upcoming-events/&


 
 

Upcoming Volunteer Opportunities:
 

February 19: Monday Presidents Day
Beaver Caging, Invasive Plant removal

and trash Pickup--Buddy Attick
Park.  For More Information Contact 

jmartin@greenbeltmd.gov 
 
 

     

December 2017 Earth Squad Sharing some Fun
and What They Have Learned with Parents and

Friends! 
 
 

 The After School 2018 EARTH
SQUAD Welcomes New Students and

Volunteers 
Meeting on Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays at the Springhill Lake
Recreation Center---Homework

Tutoring, Mentoring, Arts
Enrichment, and Earth Care in the 

 THREE SISTERS
DEMONSTRATION GARDENS and

FOOD FOREST
If you have a skill/activity to share
with the students-We welcome You!  

 
Earth Squad Studies Science!

 
Once a week, the CHEARS Earth Squad meets
with Bob Cahalan to study science. During Fall
2017, they focused on bigger things, like the

distance from school to home, to their previous
home, and to the previous homes of their
parents and grandparents. Going to larger
distance scales, they learned about cities,

states, countries, continents, planets, the Sun,
the solar system, other stars and star systems,

our Milky Way galaxy, and other galaxies.
During Spring 2018, they are studying smaller

email   lore@simplicity-matters.org if you would like to help represent GC
 
      STATE:     GCAN Members plan to attend two Lobby Nights in Annapo
- Mon, Feb 19, 4:30-8:00 pm with CCAN, 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeq3qUxOcuzXIOs_bF82OX2F
- Mon, Feb 26, 4:30-8:00 pm with the Sierra Club,   https://sierra.secure.for
formcampaignid=7010Z000001P2JaQAK&id=70131000001Lp1FAAS&s=2  

If you would like to carpool on either evening, contact Jean Lee, jeanslee9

We are also monitoring the opposition to the Potomac Pipeline, which cro
http://chesapeakeclimate.org/maryland/no-potomac-pipeline/ 
 
Please email lore@simplicity-matters.org if you would like to join our GCA
 
     

  

2018 Chesapeake Forest Gardens - a Pe
 
 

In this twelve-day course over the span of nine months, you will plunge de
resilient edible ecosystems using temperate deciduous forests as mod

experiential exercises and skills training to help you understand how the s
forests apply in the design of edible ecosystems. You will leave inspired

mailto:jmartin@greenbeltmd.gov
mailto:lore@simplicity-matters.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeq3qUxOcuzXIOs_bF82OX2FLYpSCy3OWBSBKESxOyqKE2Vaw/viewform
https://sierra.secure.force.com/events/details?formcampaignid=7010Z000001P2JaQAK&id=70131000001Lp1FAAS&s=2%C2%A0
mailto:jeanslee91467@yahoo.com
http://chesapeakeclimate.org/maryland/no-potomac-pipeline/
http://lore@simplicity-matters.org/


things, beginning with their vital organs, organ
systems, especially the digestive system, bugs,

including microbes on the skin and in the
digestive system, antibiotics and probiotics,

macroinvertebrates that indicate the health of
the nearby stream, cells and cell systems,

molecules, including oxygen and carbon dioxide,
atoms, and parts of atoms. There is a lot to
learn, and the Earth Squad brings a great

enthusiasm for learning!
For more information about joining or

if you would like to volunteer or
share a co-learning experience

contact 
CAROLYN Lambright Davis at 240-

707-5252 or
lambrightdavis@yahoo.com  

 
 

Green Man Festival 2018 Planning
Meetings To Begin! 

 
"Soil" is Suggested Theme! 

 

The first planning meetings for Green Man 2018
will be starting in February!    Dates for meetings

will be proposed using web scheduling tools.
Meetings will be approximately every two weeks
until the end of March. Interested parties can
contact Richard at stonesoupchef@live.com . 

landscapes for yourself and your community. Space limite
http://www.forested.us/permacult

 
 

Greenbelt Food Forest Garden Original Design by Lincoln Smith  
 

 

CHEARS is helping to support Mayan 
 

CHEARS continues to help support Mayan students in Guatemala, thr
(see Foundations4Education.org website) and by interactions with the 
here are the 2017-18 Mayan scholarship students. The student at t

physics, and is being mentored by Bob Cahalan of Chears. The stu

mailto:Carolyn-Lambright-Davisatlambrightdavis@yahoo.com
mailto:stonesoupchef@live.com
http://www.forested.us/permaculture-design-course
http://foundations4education.org/


  
 

 

 
 

We had a Great Fall 2017 Season
with the U of MD Volunteers! 

 
Thanks to All! 

 

 
Sept 30--Public Lands Day at Springhill Lake

Elementary School 
 

 
University of MD and Earth Squad Volunteers 

Many Hands Make Light Work--Clearing
Invasive Plants, Mulching, and Fall Plantings in
Greenbelt Food Forest --October 14, 2017    

 

strategies and methodologies for writing critical analyses of newspape
Education pays the scholarship students their academic expenses each 
Guatemalan newspaper article. The articles can be related to their u
impact on them. Romi Gonzales, founder of Foundations4Education, h

critical thinking skills so they will be open minded, and learn to ask mo
them in their university research projects. CHEARS supports this effo

or would like to donate contact 

Making plant labels in the 2017 green garden--Looking f
 



 
University of MD Integrated Life Science

Learning-Living Community Volunteers admire
their work constructing an accessible keyhole
garden and composter at Community Center
Three Sisters Garden!--November 4 2017 

 
 
 

 
 

Chesapeake Education, Arts and Research Society
P.O. Box 1841 | Greenbelt , MD  20768

www.chears.org
 

 |  301-458-0241

If you have questions about CHEARS or would like to volunteer, contact any of our board mem
 

To make a contribution,   click the link  http://chears.org/   to go to the CHEARS website and then Click on the Donate button in the lower left co
 

CHEARS  
PO Box 1841

Greenbelt, MD  20768 

As a 501c3 the Chesapeake Education Arts and Research Society (CHEARS) has a unique Amazon Smile link that makes it easy for you to support CHEARS with any p
the CHEARS unique link?

 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-1767460 

   
What does this unique link do?  When you click on CHEARS unique link, it takes you to 

  smile.amazon.com and you are automatically asked if you wish to support Chesapeake Education Arts and Research Society with your  Amazon purchases.  Once yo
of your eligible purchases at  smile.amazon.com, regardless of whether you use the unique CHEARS link to return to the  smile site, or go directly to  smile.amazon

CHEARS link so that you don't accidentally shop at www. amazon.com instead. Only purchases made at  smile.amazon.c
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