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Unit: Chesapeake Bay Habitats   Lesson: Blue Crabs 
 

Grade Level: K (1st or 2nd grades)   Lesson Time: 2 – 45 min lessons   Facilitated by: Tammy Adams 
 
Standards/Objectives: 

RI.K.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text. (K-ESS3-c) 

RI.K.3 With prompting and support, describe the connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or 
pieces of information in a text. (K-ESS3-a) 

RI.K.10 Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding. (K-ESS3-a) 

W.K.2 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in 
which they name what they are writing about and supply some information about the topic. (K-
LS1-a),(K-ESS3-a),(K-ESS3-b),(K-ESS3-c),(K-ESS3-d) 

W.K.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of books by a favorite 
author and express opinions about them). (K-ESS3-a) 

SL.K.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics and texts 
with peers and adults in small and larger groups. (K-ESS3-a),(K-ESS3-b),(K-ESS3-c),(K-ESS3-d)  

SL.K.3 Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions as desired to provide additional detail. (K-
LS1-a),(K-ESS3-a),(K-ESS3-b),(K-ESS3-d) 

  

Environmental Literacy Standards: 
K-ESS3-
a. 

Obtain information to describe the relationship between the needs of different plants and 
animals (including humans) and where they live on the land or in the water. [Clarification 
Statement: An example of a relationship is that deer eat grass; therefore, they live in meadows and 
the forest. Plants, animals, and their surroundings make up a system, and they work together to 
meet needs.] 

K-ESS3-
b. 

Construct an explanation for how plants and animals (including humans) can change their 
environment while meeting their basic needs.[Clarification Statement: An example is a squirrel 
that digs burrows in the ground to hide its food.] [Assessment Boundary: Students should be able 
to interpret information provided to them rather than memorizing specific examples.]  

 

Learning Objectives: 
(What skills will the students be able to understand and accomplish by the end of the lesson?  How will the activities 
connect to the broader unit objectives/material?) 

 Illustrate the body features and characteristics of a blue crab through art, music, or movement 

 Describe the habitat that blue crabs live in and what other life shares this habitat 

Cross-Curricular Connections: 

 Biology, hydrology, ecology, reading, writing, art, music, theater/kinesthetic/movement 

 
Materials Needed: 

 Video: www.nationalgeographic.com, Blue Crab vs. Clam 

 Dancing on the Sand:  A Story of an Atlantic Blue Crab by Kathleen M. Hollenbeck 

 Chart 

 Paper (for writing and art) 

 Art supplies: paint, markers, crayons, pastels, other 
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Materials from the Chestory Virtual Archive: 

 Song “Crabs” by Tom Wisner, located on the Chestory Virtual Archive and in Singing the 
Chesapeake by Teresa Whitaker et al 

 

 
Activating Prior Knowledge: 

(What prior knowledge do the students come with on the topics?  How will the activities in this lesson be connected to prior 
activities?) 

 The Chesapeake Bay is a body of water. 
 

 
Sequence of Student Learning Activities:  

(What steps in this lesson will lead students to accomplish Learning Objectives?  What strategies will be used during lesson 
facilitation to support the learning objectives?) 
 

Lesson 1 
 
1. Listen to Tom Wisner’s “Crabs”.   What do we learn about crabs from this song? 

2. View video clip of crab eating a clam (nationalgeographic.com, Blue Crab vs. Clam) to observe 

the crab’s behavior and movements as it eats his meal. 

3. Then have students demonstrate a blue crab eating a clam using their hands/arms and facial 

expressions. 

4. Read:  Dancing on the Sand:  A Story of an Atlantic Blue Crab by Kathleen M. Hollenbeck 

5. As story is read, the students should:   

-  Pay attention to the illustrations showing how crabs move 

- Listen and observe to discover what can happen in a day in the life of a crab 

6. Students will act out “being a crab” representing typical movements through the water and 

feeding motions 

7. Listen to and sing Tom Wisner’s “Crabs” again.   

8. What do we know about blue crabs?  How do they move?  Where do they live?  Shared Writing:  

Create a chart to show student responses. 

Lesson 2 

1. Listen to and sing Tom Wisner’s “Crabs”.  You could also introduce the song, “Dance Sideways” 

by Tom Wisner.  (This song demonstrates more of the motions of a crab.) 

2. Review Shared Writing Class Chart.  Turn and Talk to share something they remember about 

blue crabs from previous lesson. 

3. Imagine you are a blue crab that lives in the Patuxent River.   What is your life like?  What do you 

do each day?  What do you hope for?  What do you fear? What do you wonder about? (Tom 

Wisner, Grandparents Day on Chesapeake Bay, The Year of the River)  Turn and Talk to share 

what they might hope for, fear, and wonder about if they were a blue crab. 

4. Share their thoughts as a whole group.  Record on Class Charts (Fears, Hopes, I wonder…)  Tell 

the students you will be creating a class book, “I Am a Blue Crab”. 
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Lesson Adaptations/Differentiation/Interventions: 
(What activities/steps will be assigned/taken to involve students of all abilities during the lesson?) 

 Focus on different parts of the lesson at different times if students are more partial to different 
methods (movement, singing, etc) or need support in certain areas. 

 
Post-Lesson Assignment: 

 In small groups, help the students express their thoughts, in writing, about life as a 

blue crab that lives in the Patuxent River. 

 Draw/paint illustrations to include in the class book depicting life as a blue crab.  

Incorporate the students’ photo of themselves showing crab movements or just a face 

photo to use as the face on the blue crab in the illustration. 

 When class book is complete, read and share with the class. 

 
Assessment/Evaluation of Learning Objectives: 

(What type(s) of assessment(s) will be used to monitor student progress?  Formative and summative) 

 Students will demonstrate how crabs move through the water and movements used to feed.  
Students will share information they have learned about blue crabs.  Students will include what 
they have learned about the blue crabs’ habitat in their drawings. 

 
Extension Activit(ies): 

 Students can research other Chesapeake Bay animals and imitate how they move or live in the 
Bay.  They can also imagine what it would be like to that animal and include that in their habitat 
drawing. 

 
Support/Remediation Activit(ies): 

 Students may listen to the songs about blue crabs again, with the teacher pausing every few lines 
so that students can hear and discuss all the lyrics. 

 


