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Unit: Chesapeake Bay Environment   Lesson: Animal Habitats 
 

Grade Level: 3  Lesson Time: 4 – 45 min lessons   Facilitated by: Michele Hiles 
 
Standards/Objectives: 

 3W3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences 

 3W4 With guidance and support from adults, produce writing in which the development and organization 
are appropriate to task and purpose 

 

Environmental Literacy Standards: 
K-ESS3-
a. 

Obtain information to describe the relationship between the needs of different plants and 
animals (including humans) and where they live on the land or in the water. [Clarification 
Statement: An example of a relationship is that deer eat grass; therefore, they live in meadows and 
the forest. Plants, animals, and their surroundings make up a system, and they work together to 
meet needs.] 

K-ESS3-
b. 

Construct an explanation for how plants and animals (including humans) can change their 
environment while meeting their basic needs.[Clarification Statement: An example is a squirrel 
that digs burrows in the ground to hide its food.] [Assessment Boundary: Students should be able 
to interpret information provided to them rather than memorizing specific examples.]  

  
 

 
Learning Objectives: 

(What skills will the students be able to understand and accomplish by the end of the lesson?  How will the activities 
connect to the broader unit objectives/material?) 

 Create a story about a Chesapeake Bay animal based on reading and video research 

 Practice reading comprehension skills with scientific nonfiction and fiction sources 

Cross-Curricular Connections: 

 Biology, ecology, reading comprehension, writing, art 

 
Materials Needed: 

 Houghton Mifflin Teachers Edition Theme 4 ( lesson is based on "Fish Out of Water Stories" page 
117D)  

 Access to Discovery Education Streaming, it has several good clips on the habitats of the 
Chesapeake Bay (Examples: Living on the Southern Coast, Welcome to the Wetlands, The 
Wetlands Ecosystem) 
 

Materials from the Chestory Virtual Archive: 

 An example of nonfiction reading source with creative/artistic inclusions: “Life in and around 
Chesapeake Bay” by Tom Wisner (http://chears.org/environmentalliteracy/CVA/15412744-F1F5-
47D6-B51D-411068320250.htm) 

 

 
Activating Prior Knowledge: 

(What prior knowledge do the students come with on the topics?  How will the activities in this lesson be connected to prior 

http://chears.org/environmentalliteracy/CVA/15412744-F1F5-47D6-B51D-411068320250.htm
http://chears.org/environmentalliteracy/CVA/15412744-F1F5-47D6-B51D-411068320250.htm
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activities?) 

 Watch chosen clips from Discovery Education 

 Recall the information from previous completed mini-research project on Chesapeake Bay 
Animals 

 Graphic organizer (story map) 
 

 
Sequence of Student Learning Activities:  

(What steps in this lesson will lead students to accomplish Learning Objectives?  What strategies will be used during lesson 
facilitation to support the learning objectives?) 

 Choose a Chesapeake animal: it can be the one they researched or one they learned about from 
their classmates 

 Think about what that animal's habitat is like and how it is suited to its environment 

 Imagine what it might be like for that animal to move to a very different habitat 

 Provide a story map or another graphic organizer 

 Write a story telling about the animals adventures 

 Things to include:   

 Why did the animal move habitats 

 What does the animal think of its new habitat 

 What ways could the animal find to survive 

 What adventures does the animal have 

 Would the animal like its new home, or would it want to move back to its old habitat and 
why 

 Make a colorful title page for the story 
 

Any Lesson Adaptations/Differentiation/Interventions: 
(What activities/steps will be assigned/taken to involve students of all abilities during the lesson?) 

 Students may draw their ideas in a picture, painting, clay, cartoon strip, etc before writing.  They 
may use their art as a pre-writing strategy to help organize their ideas. 

 
Post-Lesson Assignment: 

 Students may read each other’s stories in pairs or groups and discuss the information explained 

in it. 

 
Assessment/Evaluation of Learning Objectives: 

(What type(s) of assessment(s) will be used to monitor student progress?  Formative and summative) 

 Assessment using the 6+1 rubric 

 
Extension Activit(ies): 

 Peer review: students can work in pairs or small groups to read and suggest edits for another 
student’s book.  Teacher can look over edits and students can then include them in their own 
stories as applicable. 

 
Support/Remediation Activit(ies): 

 Read a story about a Chesapeake Bay animal written by a published author.  Students should 
compare their information, writing style, art, and more to this author to discuss science, reading, 
writing, and art skills. 
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