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Unit: Habitats   Lesson: Camouflage 
 

Grade Level: K   Lesson Time: 3 - 45 min lessons   Facilitated by: Lisa Thannhauser 
 
Standards/Objectives: 
MD.3.0. Life Science: The students will use scientific skills and processes to explain the dynamic nature of 
living things, their interactions, and the results from the interactions that occur over time. 

3.A.1.a. Identify and describe features (observable parts) of animals and plants that make some of them alike in 
the way they look and the things they do.  

3.A.1.b. Compare descriptions of the features that make some animals and some plants very different from one 
another.   

3.A.1.c. Identify a feature that distinguishes animals that fly (as an example) from animals that cannot and 
examine a variety of animals that can fly to discover other similar features they might share.  

3.A.1.d. Compare ideas about how the features of animals and plants affect what these animals are able to do.   
 

Environmental Literacy Standards: 
 Topic C: Community and Ecosystem Dynamics, Indicator 1: Explain how the interrelationships and 

interdependencies of organisms and populations contribute to the dynamics of communities and 
ecosystems.  

 Topic D: Stability in Populations, Communities and Ecosystems, Indicator 1: Use models and provide 
examples to show how the interaction and interdependence of populations contribute to the stability of 
populations, communities and ecosystems. 

 

 
Learning Objectives: 

(What skills will the students be able to understand and accomplish by the end of the lesson?  How will the activities 
connect to the broader unit objectives/material?) 

 The kindergarten students will verbally answer comprehension questions after the teacher reads 
a story aloud. 

 after the discussion about camouflage,the kindergarten students will name animals that have 
colors or patterns on their fur, feathers, etc. that help them match the elements in their 
environments. 

 The kindergarten students will verbally explain what camouflage means. 

 The kindergarten students will create a picture demonstrating camouflage.   
 

Cross-Curricular Connections: 

 Biology, ecology, art, reading comprehension 

 
Materials Needed: 

 Book: Where in the Wild?: Camouflaged Creatures Concealed... and Revealed  by David 
Schwartz 
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 Patterned paper 

 Animal tracers 

 Online game found at 
(http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/content/animals/hidden%20animals/Hidden%20Animals.htm) 
 

Materials from the Chestory Virtual Archive: 

 Student-created art work in folio examples created by Tom Wisner 
(http://chears.org/environmentalliteracy/CVA/4A4F61CB-82C3-4A1E-8F27-
347796103099.htm) 
 

 
Activating Prior Knowledge: 

(What prior knowledge do the students come with on the topics?  How will the activities in this lesson be connected to prior 
activities?) 

 Review camouflage facts learned in previous lesson using the book, What Color Is Camouflage? 
(Let's-Read-and-Find-Out Science, Stage 2) by Carolyn Otto 

 Questions: 

 What is camouflage? 

 How do animals use camouflage? 

 Do all animals have camouflage? 

 What is an animal that has camouflage? 

 What is an animal that does not have camouflage? 

 

 
Sequence of Student Learning Activities:  

(What steps in this lesson will lead students to accomplish Learning Objectives?  What strategies will be used during lesson 
facilitation to support the learning objectives?) 

 Read the book, Where in the Wild?: Camouflaged Creatures Concealed... and Revealed  by 
David Schwartz 

 Tell students they will make their own pictures of animals hiding in a background as a 
demonstration of camouflage.  

 Have students trace an animal shape on patterned paper. 

 Have students glue the shape onto a piece of paper with the same pattern. 

 Have each student share his/her picture and the class members try to spot the hiding animal. 

 

Any Lesson Adaptations/Differentiation/Interventions: 
(What activities/steps will be assigned/taken to involve students of all abilities during the lesson?) 

 Discuss concepts after reading each page of the book, one-by-one 

 
 
 
 

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/content/animals/hidden%20animals/Hidden%20Animals.htm
http://chears.org/environmentalliteracy/CVA/4A4F61CB-82C3-4A1E-8F27-347796103099.htm
http://chears.org/environmentalliteracy/CVA/4A4F61CB-82C3-4A1E-8F27-347796103099.htm
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Assessment/Evaluation of Learning Objectives: 
(What type(s) of assessment(s) will be used to monitor student progress?  Formative and summative) 

 Students will play an online game in which they try to find animals in the wild hidden by 

camouflage.   

(http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/content/animals/hidden%20animals/Hidden%20Animals.htm) 

 
Extension Activit(ies): 

Students will create pictures of themselves hiding in an environment using camouflage: 
Teacher will take and print a photograph of each student.  Afterwards, students will cut out the picture 
of themselves and choose an environment (rain forest, woods, desert, ocean/lake/river) their 
photograph would “hide” in best.  Students will then glue their photograph onto the environment 
background.  The other students will try to spot the hiding student. 

 
 
Support/Remediation Activit(ies): 

 Students can play a hide-and-seek game in small groups where they try to hide in the classroom 
or outside based on the color clothing that they are wearing.  Students should see that matching 
colors help them to hide more effectively.  Variations of this game would also be effective. 

 

http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/content/animals/hidden%20animals/Hidden%20Animals.htm

